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INTRODUCTION 

 

With a population of 2.2 million, Nagoya, the capital of Aichi Prefecture, is the core city of Japan’s 

fourth-largest metropolitan area.   

 

As commerce and industry prospered, and culture flourished in the Edo Period, Nagoya grew 

into a thriving metropolis. Nagoya has continued to grow since Ieyasu Tokugawa, founder of the 

Tokugawa Shogun Government, built Nagoya Castle in 1612. A culture and tradition of 

manufacturing blossomed during the Meiji Period and is still evolving today. 

 

This guide has been prepared for foreign residents of Nagoya and visitors who are interested in 

viewing local tourist attractions. This is one of a series of walking guides covering various areas 

of Nagoya. 

 

Contained in this guide is a model walking route applicable to the specified area or spot. You will 

find a variety of cultural and historical attractions situated around the walking course.   

 

We hope that you find this guide useful. 
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Inuyama Walking Guide 
 

Inuyama City is located in the north-western part of Aichi Prefecture with a population of about 75,000. 

With the Kiso River as a backdrop it has developed as an important place of politics, transportation and 

distribution. The original Inuyama Castle  as well as many traditional-style houses have been preserved 

on the streets of this city, making it a beautiful place surrounded by abundant water, greenery and 

tradition. The city is also famous for the Inuyama Festival, which includes a performance of mechanical 

dolls on floats, held in April. The area is relatively close to Nagoya City and has a variety of shops on the 

main old street, such as, Japanese restaurants featuring tofu, handicraft shops, and antique shops, as 

well as a studio of Japanese armor.  

 

Access 

Take a limited express train on the Inuyama Line from Meitetsu Nagoya Station. Get off at Meitetsu 

Inuyama Station 犬山 or Meitetsu Inuyama Yuen Station 犬山遊. It takes about 30 minutes from Meitetsu 

Nagoya Station.  

 

 

Places of Interest    - (see map)                                                                             
 

①  Urakuen:有楽苑    

② Inuyama Castle : 犬山城   

③  Karakuri Exhibition Pavilion: からくり展示館 

④  Inuyama Artifacts Museum: 犬山市文化資料館 

⑤ The former Isobe residence: 磯部邸 

⑥ Kojima Sake Brewery: 小島醸造  
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1. Urakuen 有楽苑有楽苑有楽苑有楽苑                               

Open every day: 09:00 - 17:00 

Admission: ¥1000 

Tea: ¥500 (per bowl with Japanese sweets) 

Urakuen is a Japanese style garden with 3 tea ceremony houses. One of them is called “Jo-an” which is 

designated as a national treasure. It is open to the public every April and November. 

Touring the 3 ceremony houses, you will walk through the well-groomed garden set in the traditional 

Japanese tea style. You can see tea flowers all year round, used as decoration in a tea ceremony house. 

In the quiet garden, there is a “suikinkutsu” (a water koto cave) which creates a pleasant splashing sound; 

this resembles the ring of a bell or a Japanese harp - called a koto. When you have walked your legs off, 

you can enjoy a relaxing hot cup of green tea and Japanese sweets. Take your time and enjoy a 

traditional Japanese tea ceremony. 

  

The entrance to Urakuen                 The tea room “Jo-an” 

 

2. Inuyama Castle   犬山城犬山城犬山城犬山城  

Open:9:00-17:00 (16:30 last admission)  Closed: December 29 - 31 

Admission: Adults ¥500, Children (aged 6 -15) ¥100. This price includes admission to the castle, the 

Inuyama Artifacts Museum, and the Karakuri Exhibition Room. 

 

Inuyama Castle is designated as one of four national treasure castles. Although it has required repairing, 

it is said to be the oldest standing Japanese castle. There are cherry trees and maples planted in the 

courtyard, which enrich the beauty of the castle in the spring and autumn. At the top, one can enjoy a 

spectacular 360 degree view. The castle was built in 1537, by Nobuyasu ODA, the uncle of Nobunaga 

ODA, who became one of the most successful warlords in Japan. 

The castle lord changed frequently during the sengoku period of the 16th century during the frequent 
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territorial battles at this pivotal spot on the border of the Owari (present northwestern part of Aichi 

Prefecture) and Mino provinces (southern part of Gifu Prefecture). In 1617 (the beginning of Edo Period), 

Masanori NARUSE, a chief retainer of Owari Clan, was appointed as the castle lord of Inuyama. 

The Naruse family succeeded for generations until the end of Edo Period (1867). 

At the start of the Meiji Restoration and the abolition of clans the possession of the castle was handed 

over to the newly-formed Aichi Prefecture. 

However the castle was returned to the Naruse family after Nōbi earthquake (1891) on the condition that 

the family would repair the damaged castle. It was the only case in which an individual has possessed a 

historical castle. Now it is run by the “Inuyama Hakutei Bunko” foundation. 

 

3. Karakuri Exhibition Pavilion からくりからくりからくりからくり展示館展示館展示館展示館 

Opening time: 09:00 - 17:00 (16:30 last admission) 

Closed period: December 29-31 

The pavilion displays a variety of materials in connection with 

Karakuri-ningyo (mechanical puppets) and the Inuyama Festival. 

These mechanical puppets perform on a small stage at the top of 

a float drawn through the city during the Inuyama Festival. 

In addition the pavilion allows visitors to operate the mechanical 

puppets. Shobei TAMAYA, a 9th generation karakuri-ningyo 

craftworker, has his studio in the pavilion and comes to work there 

two days a week. Visitors are allowed to watch his work in 

operation every Friday and Saturday (10:00-1600). 

 

What are Karakuri-ningyo? 
Karakuri-ningyo are puppets that moves mechanically by some motive 

energy, similar to a stringed-puppet or a wind-up doll. These puppets 

were derived from the dolls used in the traditional performing art of 

bunraku. The puppets used in bunraku are manipulated with rods, 

which when touched move the hands, feet facial features, and other 

parts. The craft of mechanical watches was introduced into Japan from 

Europe during the Muromachi Period (1336-1573). Subsequently The 

basic principles behind the karakuri-ningyo and subsequent wind-up 

dolls is the key to Japan’s success in developing robot technology. 
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4. Inuyama Artifacts Museum  犬山市文化資料館犬山市文化資料館犬山市文化資料館犬山市文化資料館 

Opening time: 09:00 - 17:00 (16:30 last admission) 

Closed period: December 29-31 

The outward appearance of this museum resembles the donjon of Inuyama Castle. In this museum, many 

historical documents and art works are exhibited. In the traditional float exhibition hall, you can see the 

three-storied traditional floats (dashi 山車), which parade on the streets during the Inuyama Festival. 

 

 

 

The exterior of Museum                             Inuyama Festival Floats 

 

5. The Former Isobe Residence 旧磯部邸旧磯部邸旧磯部邸旧磯部邸 

Admission: Free  Open: 09:00-17:00 

This house is a traditional Japanese wooden structure of the Edo Period, built at the end of the Edo Period as 

the house of a kimono merchant. This house is a tangible cultural asset designated by the Inuyama municipal 

government. The entranceway is narrow and very long, extending to the back of the house, which is known as 

“the bed of eel (Unagino Nedoko)”. There you can see a courtyard, living & guest rooms, and the old Japanese 

style storehouse, “Dozou”. 

 

  The exterior of residence                Inside of the residence 
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6. Kojima Sake Brewery 小小小小島醸造島醸造島醸造島醸造 

This is the Kojima Sake Brewery which brews and sells 

special vintage sake (Nintoshu). Founded some 400 years 

ago, the brewery produces one of Inuyama’s best known 

specialties. Nintoshu is brewed from Japanese 

honeysuckle using a unique, and very secret, brewing 

technique. Nintoshu tastes like sweet whiskey, very much 

different from ordinary Japanese sake, shochu, or wine. 

This vintage sake is not available at any other place in 

Japan and the Kojima Brewery is a must visit for those who 

are sake fans and wish to try the unique taste of Nintoshu.          

 

 

 

Tasty food in the Inuyama area 
    

If visiting Inuyama don’t leave without trying some of it’s local delicacies. 

Inuyama is known for its ayu,  fresh-water fish traditionally caught in the 

Kiso River during the ukai season, and it’s tofu dengaku (豆腐田楽) - 

which is a grilled tofu with a miso paste. 

 

 

 

Tofu Dengaku 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For further information, please contact -  

The Nagoya International Center (NIC) 

Nagono 1-47-1, Nakamura-Ku, Nagoya 

Tel: 052-581-0100 

 


