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 Although it is still cold, all the trees are in 
bud in February.  
Spring is coming soon ! 
 

 

 

 

 

Contents 
1. Hina Matsuri ............................................................................................................................. 2 

2. Traditional Events ..................................................................................................................... 3 

3. Exhibition .................................................................................................................................. 5 

4. Music ........................................................................................................................................ 5 

5. Flowers ..................................................................................................................................... 7 

Plum Festival (Ume Matsuri)............................................................................................................ 8 

6. Living Information ..................................................................................................................... 9 

 
  

Welcome to NIC Out & About! 
 
 

Here are the main events taking place in and close to Nagoya this February 
 

As always, you can download our podcast from the NIC website and ask more 
information by telephone: 052-581-0100. 

 

Pattern by Timothy Takemoto 
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1. Hina Matsuri  

Hina Matsuri at the Tokugawa Art Museum 

 
Hina Matsuri, or the Dolls Festival, is a girlsô festival that is celebrated on March 3rd. 
Each year beautiful dolls are displayed in homes that have young girls. Itôs an event 
to pray for the growth and happiness of young girls. Many priceless dolls and toys 
used by princesses during the Edo Period (1603-1867) will be on display at the 
Tokugawa Art Museum. 
When?  February 11th (Sat) ~ April 8th (Sun) 10AM ï 5PM. The museum is closed on 

Mondays. 
Where?  Tokugawa Art Museum (Higashi-ku, Nagoya) 

Directions?  take the city bus (Kikan Bus), get off at Tokugawaen-Shindeki and walk 3 
minutes 

Tickets?  ¥1200 for adults, ¥700 for university or high school students, and ¥500 for 
junior high or elementary school students. Admission is free to elementary, 
junior high, and high school students on Saturdays. 

Hina Dolls of Chuma Asuke 
About 130 private houses in the Chuma area of Asuke will display various kinds of 
Hina dolls, totaling about 6,000 dolls in all. Asuke is a town near Korankei, which is 

also famous for its beautiful fall leaves. 
When?  February 11th (Sat) ~ March 11th (Sun) 

Where?  Community centers and houses in Chuma (Asuke-cho, Toyota-shi, Aichi-ken) 
Directions?  Take the Meitetsu bus to Korankei, a 70-minute trip from Meitestu Higashi 

Okazaki Station, or drive on the Sanage Green Road to the Chikaraishi IC and 
head east on Route 153 for about 10km. 

Hina Doll tour in Seto 
Seto City has been the center of pottery and porcelain manufacturing in Japan for 
the past 1300 years and today, shops there will display pottery, ceramics and glass 
hina Dolls. In a complex facility in the city center, Setogura, there is a hinamid display, 
which is like a pyramid consisting of many hina dolls. Antique hina dolls of the Edo 
Era (1603-1867) will also be displayed. 
When?  February 4th (Sat) ~ March 4th (Sun) 

Where?  SETOGURA and surrounding areas (Seto-shi, Aichi-ken) 

Directions?  take the Meitetsu Seto Line at Sakae Station to Owari Seto Station and a 5 
minute- walk. 
Info?  0561-88-2541 
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2. Traditional Events 

Setsubun 

 

              
Setsubun is a lunar ñNew Yearôs Eveò event marking the end of winter and the 
beginning of spring, and is annually celebrated on February 3rd. It is celebrated in 
Japan by throwing beans to chase away evil oni, or ogres. Once the oni are driven 
away, happiness is free to make its way into homes. The phrase ñOni wa soto! Fuku 
wa uchi!ò (ñGet out, ogre! Come in, happiness!ò) is shouted when throwing the beans. 
In Nagoya, you can see ceremonies like this at various shrines and temples.  

 
 
When: February 3rd (Fri) 

É Iwazu Tenjin Shrine  
Where? 
When? 

Okazaki-shi, Iwazu-cho 
1-5PM 

Directions? Get off at JR Okazaki Station or Meitetsu Higashi-Okazaki Station, transfer to a 
bus to Iwazu Tenjin-guchi bus stop and walk 8 minutes. 

Info? 0564-45-2525 

É Inuyama Naritasan  
Where? 
When? 

Inuyama-shi 
9AM-4PM 

Directions? Take the Meitetsu Inuyama Line to Inuyama-Yuen Station and walk 10 minutes. 

Info? 0568-61-2583 

É Osu Kannon  
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Where? 
When? 

Naka-ku, Nagoya 
10AM-5PM 

Directions? Take Tsurumai Subway Line to Osu Kannon Station 

Info? 052-231-6525 

É Kasadera Kannon 
Where? 
When? 

Minami-ku, Nagoya 
9AM-5PM 

Directions? A 3-minute walk from Meitetsu Main Line, Motokasadera Station or a 20-minute 
walk from JR Kasadera Station. 

Info? 052-821-1367 

É Ryusenji Temple  
Where? 
When? 

Moriyama-ku, Nagoya 
9AM-6PM 

Directions? Take the Guideway bus from JR, Meitetsu, Meijo Subway Line, Ozone Station 
to Ryusenji-guchi bus stop and walk 3 minutes, or take the city bus bound for 
Moriyama from Meitetsu Obata Station to Obata-ryokuchi and walk 7 minutes 

Info? 052-794-3647 

É Kenchuji 
Where? Higashi-ku, Nagoya 

Directions? Take Sakura-dori Subway Line to Kurumamichi and walk 10 minutes to the 
North West. 

Info? 052-935-3845 

É Arako Kannon  
Where? 
When? 

Nakagawa-ku, Nagoya 
10AM-5PM (Intermission 12-1PM) 

Directions? Take Higashiyama Subway Line to Takabata Station and walk 10 minutes or 
Aonami Line to Arako Station and walk 10 minutes. 

Info? 052-361-1778 

Konomiya Hadaka Matsuri (Naked Man Festival) 

 
The annual Hadaka Matsuri, or Naked Man Festival, will be held at Konomiya Shrine 
in Inazawa City. Since 767, this festival has been held to bring good luck and rid the 
town of evil. One man is chosen as the Naked Man (shin otoko), who spends the 
whole day being naked with thousands of men dressed in only loin cloths and 
sandals. The men excitedly scuffle with each other trying to touch the Naked Man to 
get rid of the evil. Itôs a traditional event that draws thousands of people. 
When?  February 4th (Sat)   From 3PM 

Where?  Konomiya Shrine (or Owari Okuni Tama Jinja) (Konomiya,in Inazawa-shi, Aichi-
ken) 

Directions?  take the Meitetsu Main Line to Konomiya Station and walk three minutes from 
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the north exit, or take the JR Line to Inazawa Station and walk 15 minutes. 

The Memorial Service for Needles 
This is a traditional event to appreciate needles used for a whole year and the hope 
to improve needlework further. Participants visit a shrine to thank them by sticking 
needles into something soft such as tofu or konnyaku. Most of participants are 
students of dressmaking schools and professional dressmakers. On that day, it is 
said that there is a custom of not using needles. 
When?  February 8th (Wed)   11AM~ 

Where?  Wakamiya Hachimangu Shrine (Naka-ku, Nagoya) 

Directions?  Take the Meijo Subway Line to Yaba-cho Station and walk three minutes 

Kacchindama Festival 
According to the legend, a lady gave a newborn baby its first bath with purified water 
from the spring near Rokusho Shrine on February 26th. This event is held every year, 
in the hopes of having easy delivery in childbirth. There are many stalls along the 
approach to the shrine; the most popular one sells Kacchindama (a candy about 10 
centimeter in diameter with various colors and patterns). It is said that the shape of 
the candies represent an umbilical cord.  
When?  February 26th (Sun)   9AM to 5PM 

Where?  Rokusho Shrine (Higashi-ku, Nagoya) 

Directions?  Take the Meijo Subway Line to Ozone Station and walk for 10 minutes or get 
off at City bus Kodeki-cho Bus Stop and walk 5minutes 

 

3. Exhibition 

Ben Shahn: Cross Media Artist / Photographs, Paintings and Graphic 
Arts 
Get to know 20

th
 Century America as represented by the artist. About 200 works and 50 originals 

will be on display, including paintings, drawings, prints, and posters.  
When?  February 11th  (Sat) to March 25th  (Sun) from 9:30AM to 5PM (8PM 

on Friday) Mondays are closed. 
Where?  Nagoya City Art Museum (Nagoya Naka-ku) 
Directions?  Take the Higashiyama or Turumai Line to Fushimi Station and walk 

8 minutes from Exit 5. 
Price?  ¥1100 for adults, ¥800 for high-school and college students, ¥500 

for elementary and junior high-school students  (advance tickets are 
available for  ¥900, ¥600, ¥300 respectively) 

Info?  052-212-0001 
 

4. Music 

Tickets are on sale for the Children's Theater Tour 
The Nagoya City Childrenôs Theater Tour started in 1980 for children who had less 
opportunity to hear and touch the actual theatrical world. This event allows 
individuals to view various shows for the cheapest price possible and will be held at 
the ñBunka shogekijou (culture mini theater) of each ward in Nagoya city. 
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Admission:  
Price?  ¥500 for children ( 3 years old and over ~ junior high school 

students and under), ¥800 for adults 
 
1.  Puppet show  

This is a sad but heartwarming story with a girl and a pine tree fairy morphing into 
a human boy. You can enjoy collaboration between puppets and the dynamic 
sound of Japanese drums. 

When?   February 12th  (Sun) 11AM & 2PM 

Where?  Showa ward office hall (Nagoya Shouwa-ku) 
Directions?  Take the Tsurumai or Sakura-dori Subway Line to Gokiso Station, exit 8 

 
When?   February 18th  (Sat) 11AM & 2PM 

Where?  Atsuta Bunka Sho Gekijo(Nagoya, Atsuta-ku) 
Directions?  Take the Meitetsu to Jingu-mae Station or JR to Atsuta Station 

 
When?   February 25th  (Sat) 11AM & 2PM 

Where?  Moriyama Bunka Sho Gekijo ( Nagoya Moriyama-ku) 
Directions?  Take the Meitetsu Seto Line to Obata Station 

 
When?   February 26th  (Sun) 11AM & 2PM 

Where?  Tenpaku Bunka Sho Gekijo ( Nagoya  Tenpaku-ku) 
Directions?  Take the Tsurumai Line to Hara Station 

 
Info?  052-623-2374  Musubiza puppet theater 
 
2.   Nagoya Philharmonic Orchestra 

You can conduct the orchestra 

Sing along with Mei-phil. 

Meet Oche-tarou, the mascot of Nagoya Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Program 
DvoŚ§k the Slavonic Dances 
Beethoven Symphony No.5 
Rogers Sound of Music 
Conductor: Yosida Kouji 
MC & Song Hashimoto Chinami 
 
When?  March 3rd (Sat) 11AM & 2PM 
Where?  Nakagawa Bunka Sho Gekijo (Nagoya Nakagawa-ku) 
Directions?  Aonami Line to Arako Station  

Info?  052-339-5666 

 
When?  March 4th (Sun)   11AM & 2PM 

Where?  Minami Bunka Sho Gekijo (Nagoya Minami-ku) 
Directions?  Subway Meijo Line to Horita Station, exit 3 and take Kikan No.1 Bus to 

 Chikama Dori 2 chome 
Info?  052-339-5666 

A Valentineôs day present 
Chubu Philharmonic Orchestra 4th Concert at Nagoya 
This is a big Valentineôs day present. 
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Conductor: Shunsuke Hori graduated from Tokyo Geijutsu University and in 1989 
became the conductor of the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra. Now he is the conductor 
and production adviser of Chubu Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Soloist of Flute: Ayako Takagi. Excellent technique and personal touch of tone. She 

is one of the  most attractive flute soloists in Japan. She teaches at Tokyo Geijutsu 
University. 
Program: Rossini:"Il Barbiere di Siviglia" Overture 
    Mozart: Flute Concerto No.1 in G major K.313 
    Schubert: Symphony No.8 in C major D.9444 ñThe Greatò 
When?   February 14th  (Tues) from 6:45PM raise the curtain, 6:15PM open 

Where?  Shirakawa Hall (Nagoya Naka-ku) 
Directions?  Take the Higashiyama or Turumai Line to Fushimi Station; 3 minute 

walk  from Exit 5. 
Price?  ¥4000 (reserved ground floor) ¥3000 (non-reserved first floor), 

¥1000 for students on first floor 
Info?  0568-43-4333  Chubu Philharmonic Orchestra 
 

Musical ñCinderellaò 
Enjoy the musical production of one of the most beloved fairy stories, Cinderella,  
with live music by the Central Aichi Philharmonic Orchestra. 
When?  February 17th  (Fri) from 6:30PM  

February 18th (Sat) from 11AM  &  4PM  
February 19th (Sun) from 11AM  &  4PM  

Where?  The Youth Cultural Centre Atopia Hall 11F (Nadyia Park, Naka-ku, 
Nagoya) 

Directions?  Take the Meijo Subway Line to Yaba-cho Station and walk west for 5 
minutes from exit 5 or 6, or Higashiyama Line to Sakae Station and 
walk southwest for 7 minutes. 

Price?  ¥4000 for S seat (1F) ¥3000 for A seat (2F) 
Info?  052-249-9387 (Nagoya Cultural Promotion Agency) 

5. Flowers 
 

Flower Marché  
 
Gardening goods, cut flowers, potted plants, 
flower-derived cosmetics, foods, natural fiber 
clothing, and other flower-related goods on sale 
from over 100 flower & gardening related shops 
under one roof! There are also displays of tulips, 
roses, orchids, and chrysanthemums, as well 
as stage shows, and a hands-on corner. 
When?   February 10th (Fri) ï 13th (Mon)  

9:30AM -5PM 
Where?  Fukiage Hall (Chikusa-ku, Nagoya) 
Directions?  Take the Sakura-dori Subway line 

to Fukiage Station and walk 5 
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minutes from exit 5 
Price?  ¥1000 (including ¥500 in-store 

credit)  ¥600 (just admission) 
Free for high school students and 
under 

Plum Festival (Ume Matsuri) 

 

 
Plums are the first flowers to bloom early in spring after a long, severe winter. Enjoy 
various kinds of plum trees from late February to early March. Some places will also 
hold an event or a festival at the same time. 

 

Nagoya City Nogyo (ñAgricultureò) Center 
(700 plum trees of 12 different kinds) 

A weeping plum blossom festival will be held. Why not take a walk around the 
garden and see and smell the fragrant plum blossoms? Also, children can enjoy 
playing with livestock raised in the center. Donôt miss the fresh homemade milk and 
ice cream!   
When?  February 25th (Sat) ~ March 11th (Sun)  from 9AM to 4:30PM 

Where?  Nagoya City Nogyo Center (Tenpaku-ku, Nagoya) 
Directions?  Take the Tsurumai Subway Line to Hirabari Station and walk 20 minutes, or 

take the city bus to Araike and walk for 7 minutes 

Tickets? free 
Info? 052-801-5221 
 
Souri Pond    (4,600 plum trees of 25 different kinds) 

Souri Pond is an artificial pond 13 times larger than Nagoya Dome. You can walk 
around it enjoying plum trees in full bloom.  Anyone can play at Play Park on 
weekends. There will also be various kinds of events on Saturdays & Sundays 
during the festival period.  
When?  Festival will be held on Sunday, February 12th (Sun) through March 4th (Sun)  

9AM-5PM 
Where?  Souri Pond (Chita-shi, Aichi-ken) 

Directions?  Take the Meitetsu Tokoname Line to Asakura Station, get on the Chita Bus 
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bound for Souri to Ume-no-Yakata-guchi, and walk five minutes. Or, drive on 
the Chita Peninsula Road to Agui IC and a 15-minute drive to the west. 

 
Bairin Park   (1,300 plum trees of 50 different kinds)  
There will be stage shows, a sketching competition and more during the festival. 
Children can enjoy playing with on the playground and a steam locomotive displayed 
there. 
When?  The festival will be held on March 3rd (Sat) and 4th (Sun)  9AM to 4PM 

Where?  Bairin Park (Bairin-minami-machi, Gifu-shi, Gifu-ken) 
Directions?  Take the Meitetsu to Shin-Gifu Station and get on the bus at No. 6 bus stop, or 

take the JR to Gifu Station and get on the bus at No. 13 or 14 bus stop to 
Bairin-koen-mae for 10 minutes, and then walk 3 minutes. 

 

6. Living Information 

National Foundation Day (National Holiday) 
February 11th (Sat) is National Foundation Day. One of the oldest history books says 
that the day falls on the anniversary of the first emperorôs enthronement. 
 

Spring-Hay Fever 
The days are finally getting warmer and itôs time for the beginning of Spring. Along 
with the delights of the warmer weather come seasonal allergies. In Spring its hay 
fever, or kafunsho. Thereôs not much we can recommend to help you except to wear 
masks and glasses, gargle when you can at home at the end of the day, wash your 
hands and think about using a ónasal washing deviceô and/or medication. Donôt leave 
windows open, clean your room regularly, and vacuum your futon after bringing it in 
from outside. The Nagoya International Center (NIC) has a list of English speaking 
doctors available. 

 
 
 

Thank you and have a great month! 
 

As always, you can download our podcast from the NIC website and ask more 
information by telephone: 052-581-0100. 

 


