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Hakken! NAGOYA is put together by volunteers at the NIC. “Hakken”means “discover”.
Each issue focuses on a topic on Nagoya and Japanese culture. We hope you’ll discover something new

that enriches your time in Nagoya.
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I We took a walk in 7okoname, the place is famous of ceramics.

= The area is only 3 minutes by train from “Central Japan International Airport Station”. I

I There are many attractive places within walking distance, so we will introduce them here.
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Access
Meitetsu-Nagoya Station - Tokoname Station (30 minutes by Meitetsu Limited Express)
Central Japan International Airport Station - Tokoname Station (3 minutes by Meitetsu

Limited Express)
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We, Hakken! NAGOYA staff, took the Meitetsu limited express from Meitetsu-Nagoya Station

to Tokoname Station.

Tokoname has been a production center of ceramics for over 1000 years, and | its heyday in
around the 1950s, the Yakimono Sanpomichi (Pottery Footpath) was dotted with a myriad of

pottery factories.

We went to the tourist information center (Tokoname Tourist

Plaza) located right outside the ticket gates of Tokoname Station.
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TOKONAME STATION
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There were various leaflets of Tokoname at the entrance (Japanese, English, Mandarin,

Cantonese and Korean) in Tokoname City Tourism Plaza.
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There were variety of local souvenirs,
such as Tokoname ware, Maneki Neko (Lucky Cats) goods, and local

specialties, too.
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We recommend you to go there first.
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There were some friendly staff. We asked some questions about Tokoname-City.



r\—
\»

: % N

A Eq™ . kN . .
QEBDB RN OTROTTN BHOAKy ML E = TFno
DB & bk be  <b
A SNSRI I k:m%h(&fﬁb<ﬁ%biﬁ)ﬂ wfﬁ

%<

CHEE RS A0b o Lo

_m(‘J&

« L LA 7 iE L
VAR T T ADEAEYRET L2 L$A@%

WET,
Q. This is our first time to visit Tokoname-City. What do you recommend?
A. The “Tokonyan” (we will explain later (®) is very popular among tourists.

Many tourists ask where “Tokonyan” is with photos of Instagram.
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Q. What do you recommend to enjoy Tokoname?

A. We recommend the “Yakimono-Sanpomichi (Pottery Footpath) ”.
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(There are “Yakimono-Sanpomichi (Pottery Footpath) ” where A route (Red line) is short
path and B route (Blue line) is long path on the map.)
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So we choose “Yakimono-Sanpomichi (Pottery Footpath) ” where A route (Red line), then

we decided to go to the Takita Family Residence first.



@% Eﬂ% The Takita Family Residence (Old shipping dealer)
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We saw the Takita Family Residence when we went ahead through the Yakimono

Sanpomichi.
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The walkway in front of this Residence is filled with pottery, making it an unusual-
looking road called “DENDENZAKA”.
The “DENDENZAKA” named after “Mount Den” that watched over ships. (There are

various theories.)
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The Takita Family is one of representative shipping dealers in Tokoname-City. The
Takita Family Residence, built in 1850s, was renovated and opened in 2000.

You can visit it and watch the old tools and equipment used at the time.
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Reading the explanations on display, we learned that Tokoname-City was not only a town
of pottery, but the town of shipping dealers. They shipped rice, sake, oil and pottery to
Edo (Tokyo). They brought back soybeans, wheats and so on in return.
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(The appearance of the house)
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(Photo of wood-burning stove)  (As a reference)
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The house has a kitchen in the earth floor, a narrow and steep stair, and a veranda where
we can sit and watch the Japanese garden. You can feel history there.
There are also “Happi coats” of various sizes display in the earth floor, where you can try

it on. We actually tried them on and took some photos.
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Inside the house, there are exhibits such as a replica of a large sailing ship, drawers, and

Nagamochi (wooden boxes for storing clothes) that were used at the time.
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The Suikinkutsuis one of the decorations of the Japanese garden.
The sound of water drops resonates inside of the ceramic pot which is buried under the

ground, and if you listen carefully, you can enjoy a Koto like sound.
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The Takita Family Residence is Tangible Cultural Property Designated by Tokoname-
City.

When we were touring the house, we felt like time was passing slowly.
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Information

Admission Fee: One Adult ¥300
Children (junior high school and under) free
Opening hours: 9:30am to 4:30 pm
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Closed: Every Wednesday, New Year’s Holidays
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Dokan-zaka Hill (Clay Pipe Hill)

Located about 10 meters south of the Takita Family Residence, Dokan-zaka Hill is
one of the most iconic sights along “Yakimono-Sanpomichi (Pottery Footpath) ”. The
walls on both sides are densely covered with clay pipes and sake bottles which were
made by around 100 years ago. The path is paved with discarded kiln rings, which
were used during the firing process, making the slope slip-resistant and easy to

walk on.

With its stylish yet nostalgic atmosphere, it feels like stepping into a scene from a

classic film. Be sure to capture a special memory here.
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Pick your favorite from more than 10 types of items of bisque pottery.
And paint it as you like. Your work will be fired and finished in about a month.
If you’ d like to take your work with you on the same day, try the painting

experience using markers.
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The Dokan—zaka Rest House has a collection of western—style private bathrooms from
three toilet manufacturers. (Toilets in Japanese Storehouse)
It is also unique in that the toilets available for men and women are switched

weekly. Try using them while walking around the Pottery Footpath.
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Lunch time

After Dokan-zaka, we had lunch at the restaurant that had been converted a small

traditional house. For lunch, we enjoyed Tokoname-yaki pottery in the restaurant.
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The menu included Chirashi sushi made with locally sourced fish and seaweed.

Each dish was unique in color and pattern, and absolutely charming.

You will find several similar restaurants nearby. So we recommend to have a lunch

at the one of them.
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At Tokoname Yasai Mura, you can buy fresh vegetables from 7bkoname, seafood and
specialties unique to the Chita Peninsula. There are many items available at reasonable
prices, and we ended up buying too many things. Next time, we will stop by at the end

of my stroll.
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When we walked south along “Yakimono-Sanpomichi (Pottery Footpath) ”, we saw a
large climbing kiln (Nobori-gama). “Climbing kilns”, so called because they are built on
a slope, originated in China. It was built around 1887 and used for more than 80 years.
Tokoname’s last “Climbing kiln” and one of the largest of its kind in Japan.

The kiln is characterized by 10 chimneys of different heights, 8 firing kilns, and an angle
of inclination of approximately 17 degrees.

In 1982, it was designated as an Important Tangible Folk Cultural Property of Japan,
and in 2007, it was recognized as a Heritage of Industrial Modernization.

Standing before it, you can almost feel the energy and bustle of the past, we could imagine people

were so busy at that time.
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After seeing the climbing kiln, we went a little off course to see a giant lucky cat “TOKO-
NYAN” which is also popular in the oversea. (See the photo on the cover) This is a famous
Tokoname pottery and measures 3.8 meters high and 6.3 meters wide. It is said to be
the largest in Japan and can be seen from 7bkoname Station. The way it beckons people
with its left hand is cute and charming.

A cat with its right hand raised is said to “bring luck with money”, and a cat with its left
hand raised is said to “bring people and guests”.

There are small cat figurines which are staring at TOKO-NYAN.
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We could see the TOKO-NYAN from the bridge.
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After taking a photo of TOKONYAN, we returned to the number 4 sign on the road and
headed down the hill toward the station.

We came to a wide road, where we headed 400 metres east (in the opposite direction from
the station) along what is affectionately known as 7Tbkoname Lucky Cat Street, towards
the Ceramics Hall.

On the concrete wall along the road, there are 39 ““lucky ceramic beckoning cats" and 11

“realistic cats," and on top of them is the giant beckoning cat face "TOKONYAN" that

we saw earlier.
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This is the 7bkoname Pottery Information Center. The first floor is an exhibition and
sales center where you can purchase 7okoname ware at reasonable prices.

This is the starting and ending point of the “ Yakimono-Sanpomichi (Pottery Footpath) ”,

so please enjoy your stroll from here.
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Tokoname City is filled with 7bokoname ware, and you can experience the culture and
history of 7Tokoname. We headed to 7okoname from Nagoya Station, but it's only two
stations from Chubu Centrair International Airport, so it's easy to get there. Please come

and take a walk during the good season.
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