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Hakken! NAGOYA is put together by volunteers at the NIC. “Hakken” means “discover”.

Each issue focuses on a topic on Nagoya and Japanese culture. We hope you'll discover something new

that enriches your time in Nagoya.

2w (=N
weHE : IER. Issue 6: Hanami

IZ1E o & A

AAIIE HER) 205 Eiknd v £,

SHo#py =206 40 EHicnrd<c B (vAg3av /) ofn
BexbhnET, B ARZE < sAD AR TR &L, Al
MR ol e LCOREDELTE WA LT, chbasEic 20RA

O e 2K LAT ES N,
Japan has a cultural tradition of enjoying sakura (cherry blossoms) called hanami.

From late March to early April, sakura — specifically the species, somei yoshino —
begin to bloom. When the sakura are in full bloom many people Aanami. In this issue,
we will look at the origins and development of hanami as an event. We hope it will

help you enjoy hanami on a deeper level.
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Hanami is an event with a long history in Japan. It is an event to enjoy the coming of
spring.
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People look at flowers such as sakura and plum blossoms and celebrate the coming
of spring. Sakura can be seen all over Japan and bloom in the spring. Because they
bloom for only a brief time and fall quickly, sakura have come to represent the beauty of

flowers and the evanescence of life.

TER) OEIEICE 2o0@inbs e VbR THET,

There are two theories on the origin of the Aanami.
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The first theory places the origin of Aanami among farm villages before the Nara

period (710-184).
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In ancient times, Aanami was more of a prayer to a deity than a way to enjoy the
beauty of the flowers. The word sakurais a combination of “sa” — the name of the deity
of mountains and cultivated fields — and “kura” — the place where the deity resided. The
blooming of the sakura signaled the start of farmwork and people would leave food at
the base of a sakura tree to pray for a bountiful harvest. While belief in “sa” deity faded

as time passed, the custom of eating delicious food under sakura trees has remained.
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The second are the hAana no en (lit. flower banquet) held in the Imperial Palace.
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During the Nara period one of the pleasures of the members of the aristocracy was
to compose poems while looking at plum blossom trees from China. Later in the Heian
Period (794-1185) an emperor favored sakura and held parties where people composed
poems around the theme of sakura. It is said that this is the start of hanami. In the
early 10th century, the word “hana’ (flower) came to mean sakura.
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Around the 12th century, Aanami spread to the warrior class and many sakura were
planted at shrines and on many mountains. In the late 16tk century, people began to go
outside for hAanami. Hideyoshi Toyotomi held two particularly famous hAanami: Yoshino
no Hanami on Mt. Yoshino in Nara Prefecture and the grand Daigo no Hanami when
around 1,300 people were invited to Kyoto’s Daigoji Temple.
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In the 17th century, Aanami spread to commoners as a spring outing and people
began to go out and hold hanami under sakura trees while eating and drinking. There
are two major types of Japanese sakura: wild yamazakura and sakura that have been
developed for gardens. The sakura species “somerl yoshino” which makes up about 80
percent of Japan’s sakura was developed during this time. During the mid-19th century,

it was planted along rivers and spread across the country.
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Every year from February to April, local civilian weather organizations in each
region announce their forecast for when sakura will bloom. The line connecting the
areas where the sakura will begin to bloom on the same day is known as the sakura

front.
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When the sakura begin to bloom “sakura
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matsuri (festivals)” are held in many places.

Decorations are put up, street stalls are put

out and everything turns into a festive mood.
People go out and walk under the trees as they admire the sakura.

Also, people have parties with their friends or coworkers, eating and drinking under
the sakura in full bloom. Sometimes you see new hires or first year university students

staking claim on spots and getting ready for the party.

"R Viewing sakura at night
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During hanami season, you
can also enjoy yozakura (lit.
night sakura) lit up in the

evening.
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Many hanami goers buy food at food booths or bring

food and drinks from home.
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Supermarkets and department stores sell special bentos

during hanami season.
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Dango, sweet dumplings on a stick, are a classic hanami food

dating back to the Edo Period.
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There is a Japanese saying, “Hana yori dango” (dango over

flowers). It points to the stronger desire to fill one’s stomach with

dango sold at the food booths than to see the beautiful flowers.
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Although hanamiis an enjoyable occasion, there are a number of recent problems.
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stake out spots, preventing others from seeing the sakura up close
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damaging the trees
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Nagoya Castle (Nagoya City, Naka Ward) approx. 1000 trees
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Best time (average) Late March — early April
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Hours 9:00am — 4:30pm
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Light up times

March 25 — April 9 Sunset — 8:00pm
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Admission Adults 500 yen, Children in junior high school and under are free
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Directions Take the Meijo Subway Line to Shiyakusho Station. Walk 5

minutes from Exit 7
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To the north of Nagoya Castle is the northern park of Meijo Park, where there are

approximately 800 sakura trees.
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Higashiyama Zoological and Botanical Garden

(Nagoya City, Chikusa Ward) approx. 3,800 trees
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Early March — early May
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Hours 9:00am — 4:50pm
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Closed Mondays (except when Monday is a national holiday, in which case,
the following day is closed)
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Admission Adults 500 yen, Children in junior high school and younger are free
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Directions Take the Higashiyama Subway Line to Higashiyama Koen Station.
Walk 3 minutes from Exit 3
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Tokugawaen (Nagoya City, Higashi Ward)

approx. 50 trees
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Late March — early April
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Hours 9:30am — 5:30pm
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Closed Mondays (except when Monday is a national holiday, in which
case, the following day is closed)
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Admission Adults 300 yen, Children in junior high school and under are free
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Directions Take the City Bus (Key Route 2) to Tokugawaen Shindeki. Walk 3

minutes.
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Yamazaki River Shiki no Michi

(Nagoya City, Mizuho Ward) approx. 600 trees
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Best time (average) | Late March — early April
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Light up times Late March — Early April  6:30 pm — 9:00pm
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Take the Sakuradori Subway line to Mizuhokuyakusho. Walk 15

minutes from Exit 1
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Since this is a residential area, there are no street stalls nor eating and drinking under

the sakura.
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Tsuruma Park (Nagoya City, Showa Ward) approx. 750 trees
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One of Japan’s 100 Best Sakura Spots
A public park built by Nagoya City in 1909.
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Light up times March 24 — April 9 6:00pm — 9:30pm
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Take the Tsurumai Subway Line to Tsurumai Station. Right
outside to Exit 4.
Take the JR Chuo Line to Tsurumai Station.
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Odaka Ryokuchi (Nagoya City, Midori Ward) approx. 1000 trees

o A T S s F JFLe [£3 /1/

T2 hba RS et T ksl

Directions: Take the Meitetsu Line (Honsen) to Sakyoyama Station. Walk 5minutes.
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Arakogawa Park (Nagoya City, Minato Ward) approx. 1,000 trees
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Directions: Take the Aonami Line to Arakogawa Koen.
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Gojogawa (Aichi Prefecture, Iwakura City) approx 1,400 trees

< XA [ E BHWL L TA
1400K HAROSLHAFTL 0058
One of Japan’s 100 Best Sakura Spots
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Directions: Take the Meitetsu Inuyama Line to Iwakura Station. Walk 5 minutes.
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Additionally, there are many sakura planted at nearby parks, elementary schools,
and junior high schools. Sakura are something very special and familiar to the Japanese
people. Why not admire the sakura and feel the coming of spring? We hope you'll go out
to see them.



