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INTRODUCTION 

 

With a population of 2.2 million, Nagoya, the capital of Aichi Prefecture, is the 

core city of Japan’s fourth-largest metropolitan area.   

 

As commerce and industry prospered, and culture flourished in the Edo 

Period, Nagoya grew into a thriving metropolis. Nagoya has continued to 

grow since Ieyasu Tokugawa, founder of the Tokugawa Shogunate 

Government, built Nagoya Castle in 1612. A culture and tradition of 

manufacturing blossomed during the Meiji Period and is still evolving today. 

 

This guide has been prepared for foreign residents of Nagoya and visitors 

who are interested in viewing local tourist attractions. This is one of a series 

of walking guides covering various areas of Nagoya. 

 

Contained in this guide is a model walking route applicable to the specified 

area or spot. You will find a variety of cultural and historical attractions 

situated around the walking course.   

 

We hope that you find this guide useful. 
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Series ①①①①  Nagoya Castle Course 
Nagoya Castle was a national treasure until most parts of it were destroyed in 1945 

during WW2. However, many cultural assets survived including the north-west and 

south-east turrets, the Omote-ni-no-mon Gate, many stone walls, the Nino-maru 

Garden, and Fusuma (sliding door) paintings. The donjon itself was reconstructed 

after the war. 

 

Access (Entrance fee required) 

A 5 minute walk to the East Gate of the Castle from “Shiyakusho Station” (Meijo 

Subway Line) or 10 minutes walk to the Main Gate of the castle from “Sengenchou” 

Station (Tsurumai Subway Line). 

 

<Suggested Walking Route>  

(Entering from the Main Entrance, exiting from the East Exit)

1. Main Gate 

2. South West Turret 

3. Omote-nino-mon Gate 

4. South East Turret  

5. The Site of the Main Palace 

 

6. The Donjon 

7. Kiyomasa Rock 

8. North West turret 

9 . Nino-maru Garden 

10. Nino-maru Tea House 

11. East Gate 
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Sites of Interest along the way 
1. The Main Gate 

The gate originally stood in Edo 

(Tokyo) Castle and was a national 

treasure until it was destroyed during 

WW2. The entrance building you see 

today is a reconstruction made of steel 

and concrete completed in 1959 

 

 

 

 

2. South West Turret 

This is one of the original buildings 

that escaped the destruction and is an 

important national cultural asset. It 

looks like a two- story building from 

the outside, but it has a three-story 

construction inside. A special feature 

of the building is a “Stone Drop 

Platform” for counter-attacking enemy 

forces. This turret was generally used as a library. It is said many successive 

lords made it a rule to visit this turret as the great shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu 

(founder of the Tokugawa feudal government) once went up there to watch 

the wedding procession of his son, Yoshinao. Yoshinao was the first ruler of 

the region and Nagoya Castle was his residence.  

 

3. Omote Nino-mon Gate 

This gate is another original structure designated 

as an important national cultural asset. Covered 

with steel, it is a sturdy construction with side 

walls and original loopholes. 
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4. South East Turret 

Situated at the south-east corner of 

the Main Palace, this is another 

important national cultural asset with 

its original structure. Like the 

south-west turret, it looks like a 

two-story building but it actually has 

three stories. It too, is equipped with a 

“stone drop platform” - though 

differently designed to that of south-west turret.  

As this turret maintains its original construction, some roof tiles, including the 

ridge-end tiles, have the Tokugawa family crest (a hollyhock) on them. 

 

 

 

5. Main Palace Site 

Located to the south of the Donjon 

(castle keep) was the south-facing 

main palace area. The palace 

buildings were destroyed during the 

WW2. Prior to this, they were national 

assets, comparable to the Nijojo 

Palace in Kyoto - both typical “Shoin” 

type buildings.  

 

All that remains today are some foundation stones, sliding door paintings, 

ceiling paintings and a total of 660 items. 
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6. The Donjon (Castle Keep) 

The stone walls were constructed by 

Kiyomasa Kato, one of the major feudal 

subordinates to the Tokugawa Shogunate. 

It was burnt down during WW2 on May 14 

1945, but was reconstructed as a 

ferro-concrete building in 1959. 

 

Today the donjon is used for the exhibition of various historical items 

including original sliding door paintings. 

 

 

 

7. Kiyomasa Rock 

Among the innumerable number of stones 

used for construction of the protection walls, 

there are several monuments designated to 

Kiyomasa Kato, the head of the stone wall 

construction project. The Kiyomasa Stone is 

a huge rock with a width of 6 meters and a 

height of 2.35 meters, believed to have been 

carried by Kiyomasa himself. 

 

 

8. North West Turret 

This is another important national cultural 

asset, construction started in 1614, 5 years 

after construction started on the Donjon and 

Palace buildings. This turret, impressive for 

its stability, is located on the north-west 

corner of the expansive On-Fuke-Maru Moat 
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9. Nino-maru Garden 

This impressive garden was built to the north 

of Nino-maru Palace during the Genna 

Period (1615-1623). 

It has a design typical of castle gardens 

during the Genna Period. The original design 

was mostly demolished during the Meiji 

Period as the Castle grounds was used as a 

military base during that time. However, part of the garden was restored in 

1966 and was then opened to the public.  

 

 

 

10. Ni-no-maru Tea House 

This Tea-House was completed in 

October 1969 when the Nino-maru 

Garden became open to public. 

This is an ideal refresh spot after a walk 

around the Garden; it boasts a pleasant 

view of the Donjon. 

An interesting item displayed here is 

the replica of a solid gold tea kettle 

found in the ruins of the destroyed castle. The gold had actually been plated 

on the “Golden Dolphins” that stood on the main ridge of the castle roof 

before the Donjon was destroyed in WW2. 
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11. The East Gate  

This gate serves as both an entrance and 

an exit and is conveniently located within a 

short walk from Shiyakusho Station on the 

Meijo Subway Line 

 

 

 

 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For further information, please contact -  

The Nagoya International Center (NIC) 

Nagono 1-47-1, Nakamura-Ku, Nagoya 

Tel: 052-581-0100 

 


