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Yanagibashi Central Market, Shikemichi,

(Walking Map)

Endo-ji Shopping area
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Yanagibashi Central Market, located a 10-minute walk from Nagoya Station, is a wholesale
food market dealing with mainly fresh fish. The market has a history of more than 100 years
and currently there are more than 300 stores in an area of around 13,000 m?. Besides merchants,
the general public also can purchase fresh foods at reasonable prices. It also has many
restaurants that are open from early morning so that visitors can enjoy tasting delicious dishes.
Since its opening, the market has played an important role as the “pantry of Nagoya.”
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This is an old shrine that enshrines the Shintd Goddess, Ko-no-
hana-no-saku-ya-hime. It is a shrine affiliated with Fuji-san
Hongu Sengen Taisha Shrine. According to the local history book of Owari, it was founded at
this site in 1647. The precincts have 7 old trees (camphor and zelkova trees) dating back some
300 years, which are City-designated assets for preservation. The annual festival takes place
here on October 1st (night festival) and 2nd (main festival).
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This area was developed by big merchants who used the Horikawa River as a distribution route.
After a big fire in 1700, the street was expanded from 2-3 ken (f#], about 3-5m) to 4 ken (about
7m). The name of Shikemichi (PU[#18, lit. ‘4-ken street’) is said to have come from the width
of the street.

The ground level to the east of the street was raised, and a series of earthen storehouses were
built upon it. Escaping the war unscathed, vestiges of former times remain in the form of the
remaining traditional earthen storehouses and merchant houses, and the Shikemichi area has
been designated an urban landscape conservation precinct by the City of Nagoya.

In recent years, a number of handcraft shops, restaurants and other businesses have opened in
the old houses and storehouses in succession.
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The wealthy merchant Itd0 family relocated to this house with
four warehouses in 1722. The merchants dealt with rice and
used the Horikawa River for transportation. Merchant [td was called ‘Kawaitd’ (lit. ‘river It5”),
due to the site’s proximity to the river. It is rare that the architecture of an Edo period upper
class merchant home still exists in Nagoya (Aichi Prefectural Designated Cultural Property).
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One of the seven bridges that were built across the Horikawa River

‘ when the river was dug (1610-1611). The bridge was moved to this
locatlon from the GOJogawa River in Klyosu The original wooden bridge was replaced with
the present concrete one in 1938. The nice stone parapets of the bridge can be seen here.
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Shintd gods are enshrined in a small shrine on the roof of the
house. This is a local custom of Aichi-ken and Gifu-ken provinces, which enables people to
pray to gods at any time for guarding them in daily life. Three gods are enshrined here.
Tsushima Shrine for protecting people from epidemics, Akiba Shrine for fire prevention and
Atsuta Shrine for continued luck in the fortunes of war.
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The statue is said to have been made in “Hoei period 7 (1710),
but later buried in the ground by accident. In the 19th century it
was discovered when people were digging a well 20 meters to the
south of the present site. Since then it has been called “Komori-
J1z0-son,” or Ji1zo Bodhisattva who protects children, and been an
object of worship for local people. The present shrine was rebuilt
in 1895. The annual festival is held on August 23rd and 24th.
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When the Horikawa River was made as Nagoya Castle was being constructed in the early 17th
century, it is said that this area emerged as a place where those engaged in transport on the
river came for entertainment. A number of samurai residences were located in the area, as was
a residence of Tokugawa Yoshinao's concubine, Teishoin. After a big fire in 1724, Endon-ji
Temple was relocated to the present site and this area developed as a temple town called Endo-
Jji Suji. After the 1890s, this area prospered the most. Nagoya Station on the Tokaido Main
Line was built at Sasashima. Factories were located on the west side. Endo-ji Shopping Street
was expanded. In 1911 Horikawa Station and in 1913 the Streetcar Egawa Line were built.
This street became the biggest shopping street in northwestern Nagoya. In the 1950s, this
shopping street entered into a decline because the stream of people changed and Horikawa
4



Station and the Egawa Line were abolished. This street and Shikemichi, which retain the
atmosphere of the castle town, have currently regained popularity as a walking course.
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| A Nichiren sect Buddhist temple, which was built in 1654 by
Fukei-in Nichigon. The main hall sanctuary has a statue of Kishibojin, a Buddhist guardian
saint for children, donated by a subordinate wife of the Owari clan founding lord, Yoshinao
Tokugawa. This statue, made from wood left over from the ridge beam of the Main Tower of
Nagoya Castle, is open to the public on the 18th of May.
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Since opening in 1984, NIC has served as a base for the internationalization of Nagoya and
grassroots international exchange. The NIC Information Counter’s main roles are to offer
foreign residents information on daily life in Japan and tourist destinations, and to offer
Japanese people information on international exchange organizations, volunteer activities,
and studying overseas. Services are provided in nine languages: Japanese, English,
Portuguese, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Filipino, Vietnamese, and Nepali. The Internet Corner
provides a space for Internet use, including free Wi-Fi and paid Internet, computer, and
printing services. Newspapers and magazines in other languages as well as journals can be
browsed in the reading corner of the room. The NIC Library contains about 28,000 books
and materials, including Japanese textbooks, novels and comics in multiple languages, and
DVDs. They cover a wide range of subjects, such as international understanding and
cooperation, introducing Japan and other countries.
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Information presented is accurate as at December 2020
Please note that dates, content, capacity and conditions for reservations, etc. may be subject to
change as part of measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19, See official facility websites

Q contact each facility for the latest information before visiting. j
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Prepared with the cooperation of Aichi Prefectural Government, Nagoya City, Endoji
Shotengai. Chokyuji. Endonji .Sengen-jinja. Yanagibashi Centeral Market
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It is prohibited to copy, reprint, distribute, print or otherwise use some or all of the posted
content (text, images) on this site for third parties without permission.

If you would like to reprint or duplicate content from this site, please let us know in
advance using the contact information below.

(Public Foundation) Nagoya International Center, Division of Public Relations
Tel:(052)581-0100 Mail:nicwalking@nic-nagoya.or.jp
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